H.E. Mr. Sardor UMURZAKOV
Deputy Prime Minister
For Investments and Foreign Economic Affairs
Minister of Investments and Foreign Trade
Republic of Uzbekistan

H.E. Mr. Sardor Umurzakov is the Deputy Prime Minister for Investments and Economic Affairs
and Minister of Investments and Foreign Trade of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
The Ministry of Investments and Foreign Trade is responsible, among others, for the
management of programmes to attract foreign investments and cooperation with international
financial institutions and for the formation and management of policy relating to foreign trade
and international economic cooperation.
H.E. Mr. Umurzakov previously held various leadership government and industry leadership
positions in Uzbekistan, including at the National Bank, the Treasury and the Uzbek Leather
Industry Association. He also worked for the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development in London.

Mr. Ken O’FLAHERTY
COP26 Regional Ambassador
for Asia/Pacific and South Asia

Mr. Ken O’Flaherty is the COP26 Regional Ambassador for the Asia-Pacific region. He is
working closely with governments, business and civil society across the region to boost climate
action ahead of the COP26 Leaders’ Summit which will take place in Glasgow in November
2021. O’Flaherty has recently returned from a posting as Minister in Rome, and has experience
in a number of Foreign Office Departments. He has previously served in the British embassy
in Tokyo and Paris as well as the former UK Representation to the European Union. Ken has
worked on a wide range of issues from climate change and energy to economic, EU
cooperation, security, counter-terrorism and migration issues.

Mr. Stephen PHILLIPS
Director-General, Investment Promotion
Invest Hong Kong
The Government of the HKSAR

Mr. Stephen Phillips is the Director-General of Investment Promotion at Invest Hong Kong
(InvestHK), the Government Department responsible for attracting and facilitating foreign direct
investment into Hong Kong.
Phillips has served in senior positions in a number of private and public organisations. He lived
and worked in Hong Kong from 1989 to 2004 holding senior investment banking positions with
Deutsche and BZW/Barclays Capital before co-founding a Hong Kong-based group of
companies providing IT, financial and consultancy services across Asia. In 2004, Mr Phillips
joined the UK Trade & Investment (now the UK’s Department of International Trade) before
becoming the Chief Executive of the China Britain Business Council in 2006, as well as
Chairman of the EU China Business Association.
Phillips holds a BSc in Chemistry and Law from the University of Exeter.

Mr. Jonas ASTRUP
Chief Technical Advisor
Third Party Monitoring Project
International Labour Organisation

Mr. Jonas Astrup is a UN Official and the Chief Technical Advisor for the ILO Third-Party
Monitoring (TPM) Project in Uzbekistan.
The International Labour Organisation (ILO) has monitored the cotton harvest for child labour
and forced labour since 2013.
Prior to joining the ILO he worked in the private sector across extractives, consumer products,
textiles and garments.

Mr. Anson BAILEY
Head of Technology, Media & Telecoms, Hong Kong
Head of Consumer & Retail, ASPAC
KPMG in China

Mr. Anson Bailey joined KPMG in Hong Kong in 1999 and is currently a Partner based in the
Hong Kong office heading up the Consumer & Retail Practice in the ASPAC region. He is part
of the KPMG Global Consumer & Retail Steering Group as well as being a member of the
Global Technology Innovation Centre and the Cluster Leader for the Technology, Media &
Telecoms Practice based in Hong Kong.
Bailey has been active in driving a number of thought leadership reports and executive
briefings for senior executives covering innovation and consumers in China and across Asia.
He has worked with many corporates to understand the complex markets we live in and current
levels of disruption being seen with recent reports, including Global Mobile Payments,
Consumers & Convergence, Mobilizing Innovation: The Changing Landscape of Disruptive
Technologies, The Rise of the Digital Multi-tasker, Be a Smarter Start-up, MNCs in China, Made
in China 2025, China’s Connected Consumers, Global Connected Consumers, Connecting
Hong Kong – Perspectives on our future as a smart city, Connected Cities – insights across the
ASPAC region and The Changing Face of Commerce series.
Today, Bailey not only mentors the next generation of go-to-market professionals at KPMG
but continues to work with a growing number of C-level executives as a trusted advisor in
providing the best in client innovation whilst acting as the Lead Partner for a number of
strategic accounts in both the consumer and technology arena across the Asia Pacific region.
Bailey is a frequent speaker at conferences and events around the globe and has completed
his Executive Master programme in Technology & Innovation with the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University as well as the Executive Leadership & Innovation Programme with the MIT.

Mr. David BIRNBAUM
Strategic planner, Consultant
The World Bank and Birnbaum & Father Ltd
Being a third-generation garment specialist and
veteran, Mr. David Birnbaum began his career as a
pattern-maker in Hong Kong. He soon became a
factory manager involved in building factories in Asia
and Latin America. In 1986, Birnbaum founded Third
Horizons, a boutique operation designed to solve
problems of the garment factories, agents and
garment importers, retailers, and brands.
Third Horizons’ clients are retailers and brands of the fashion, health care, and travel wares
industries. From grocery to essentials, from medium to high-end fashion brands, from highstreet fashion to technical textile conglomerates. Factories of Third Horizons’ clients spread
over Hong Kong, China, and Mauritius.
In recent years, governments from ASEAN, Canada, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, India,
Mexico, and Myanmar, and institutions from the Inter-American Development Bank,
International Trade Centre, World Bank, and USAID have noticed that the garment industry is
the first stage of the countries’ economic development. They retained Birnbaum to provide
strategic advice to develop the garment industry in the countries for the last years. With his
expertise and long-term experience in the garment industry, Birnbaum has served as an
adviser of international litigation legal firms over years.
Since 1995, Birnbaum has had a bibliography of his publications issued in Geneva, Hong Kong,
India, and New York, including Birnbaum’s Global Guide: Agents and Buying Offices, Crisis in
the 21st Century Garment Industry and Breakthrough Unified Strategies, Birnbaum’s Global
Guide to Material Sourcing, Birnbaum’s Garment Imports: Annual Report 2003, Birnbaum’s
Global Guide to Winning the Great Garment War, Birnbaum’s Directory of Garment Factories
and Agents: Hong Kong & South China, Importing Garments Through Hong Kong: A Guide for
the Perplexed, India Benchmark Study issued by the New Delhi government in 2013, and
Source It: Global Material Sourcing for the Clothing Industry issued by International Trade
Centre, Geneva in 2005. His Birnbaum on Strategy: Cost to Value Analysis is going to be
published by the end of 2020.
Over years, Birnbaum has been invited by the Institute of Textiles and Clothing of the
Polytechnic University of Hong Kong, and the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York, to
give lectures for their graduate programmes.
Birnbaum graduated from the University of Columbia with a bachelor's degree in science. He
is married with 3 children and currently resides in Chiang Mai, Thailand. As the industry is
undergoing a generational change, he has co-founded a new company, Birnbaum & Father,
with his daughter, Emma, from the fourth generation.

Mr. Yariv BUSTAN
VP, Sales & Marketing
Twine Solutions, Inc

Mr. Yariv Bustan has over 15 years of experience in sales, marketing and product management
roles of multi-disciplinary, high-tech products of both start-ups and global corporations.
For the past four years, Bustan has been developing and executing Twine’s business strategies
including sales, marketing and business development. Twine has developed the world’s first
digital thread dyeing technology that helps brands around the world digitise their supply chains
of thread and dyeing of thread.
Prior to Twine, Bustan served as Head of Product Management at Siemens for solar energy
products, Senior Product Line Manager at Scodix for digital printing, and Product Marketing
Manager at Applied Materials for semiconductors.
Bustan holds a bachelor's degree in Electronic Engineering from the Holon Institute of
Technology and an MBA degree with major in Marketing from the Bar-Ilan University in Israel.

Mr. Devangshu DUTTA
Founder & Chief Executive, Third Eyesight
Founder & Managing Partner, PVC Partners
In the past 30 years, Mr. Devangshu Dutta has
consistently
worked
at
ahead-of-the-curve
businesses. Dutta began his career in the consumer
sector with a leading retail chain in India in 1990,
eventually heading the category that contributed onethird of the company’s sales. He was then involved in
marketing and distribution of a launch team of an
international fashion brand’s joint venture. Thereafter,
he joined a management consulting firm at its very
early stage and contributed to its growth as a jointventure into the leading global consulting firm in the
retail and consumer product sector.
Dutta then co-founded a web-based fashion supply chain solutions business in 1999-2000.
Subsequently, he founded Third Eyesight, a specialist management consulting firm in 2003,
and co-founded PVC Partners, an early-stage venture acceleration firm, in 2007.
Dutta has led consulting engagements in strategy, operations and organisational change of his
clients, from Asia, Europe, and the US, with annual sales over US$ 80 billion, in the sectors of
lifestyle and fashion, food & grocery, agri-business, home & DIY, consumer services, quick
service restaurants, e-commerce, information technology, professional services and social
development. Third Eyesight’s clients include market-leading corporate businesses and family
firms from across the world, as well as government organisations and trade associations in
various sectors.
Through PVC Partners, Dutta has been engaged with companies from sectors of renewable
energy, pharmaceutical research, women’s empowerment, education and technology. Since
2007, PVC Partners has worked with more than 150 entrepreneurs with incubators,
accelerators and investors to structure acceleration programmes, the discovery-to-launch
support, to address entrepreneurs’ key weaknesses and promote cross-enterprise learning.
Dutta is actively engaged in the community. He is deeply involved in various activities related
to education, environment and sustainability.
Regularly invited to speak at premier industry events internationally, Dutta also serves on the
industry advisory boards of leading universities and institutes. He holds a bachelor’s honours
degree in Science and a post-graduate qualification in Marketing. He has also undergone
venture capital development, and training by the European Venture Capital Association (EVCA)
and the London School of Business in conjunction with the Indian School of Business in
Hyderabad.

Mr. Norbert Erich GROBE
Former Director Sales and Marketing, Asia Pacific
Stoll Asia Ltd

With a master’s degree in Textile Business and Marketing, Mr. Norbert Grobe has over 25 years
of experience in the industry.
He served as the Director of Sales & Marketing of the Asian operations in Stoll Asia Ltd, and
he was responsible for the entire Asian region, including all sales offices and customers.
Grobe has successfully managed the upgradation of the regional sales team in the local
subsidiaries in line with the new strategy, with direct reports of 12 and functional leadership of
300 staff members through dual reporting lines of subsidiaries, distributors, and agents. He
has also implemented and executed new marketing concepts, training programmes, and fast
response initiatives in the entire Asian region, resulting in business increase by 60 percent after
his first year with the company.
Prior to this, Grobe served as the Managing Partner and CEO of Conterra Ltd, under the
Wünsche Group, Director of Intersport Far East, General Manager Asia Sourcing of VAUDE
Bergsport GmbH & Co. KG, as well as several leadership roles in MILES Fashion Group and
Wilderness Outdoor Equipment Hof.
At the peaks of the COVID-19 pandemic early this year, Grobe received a new offer as General
Manager of Sales and Marketing, so as to manage 400 staff members in two high end digital
sublimation print manufacturing plants in Thailand and Vietnam. He also accepted another
challenge to lift up a new company specialised in the used and reconditioned knitting machines
by expanding its global markets, and by improving its infrastructure and communication.
Grobe found that 2020 is a challenging year, but it is also the right time to take a big leap.

Dr. Alicia GARCÍA HERRERO
Chief Economist, Asia Pacific
NATIXIS

Dr. Alicia García Herrero is the Chief Economist for Asia Pacific at Natixis. She serves as Senior
Fellow at the Brussels-based European economic think tank, BRUEGEL, and non-resident
Research Fellow at the Madrid-based political think tank, Elcano Royal Institute for
International and Strategic Studies.
Dr. Herrero is currently an Adjunct Professor at the Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology. She is also a member of the Council of Advisors on Economic Affairs to the
Spanish Government, an advisor to the Hong Kong Monetary Authority’s research arm, Hong
Kong Institute for Monetary and Financial Research (HKIMR), and a member of the Advisory
Board of the Berlin-based Mercator Institute for China Studies (MERICS).
Dr. Herrero is very active with international media, Bloomberg and CNBC among others, as
well as social media, such as Twitter, LinkedIn, and Weibo. As a recognition of her leadership
thoughts, Dr. Herrero was among the Top 7 in the 3rd Annual LinkedIn Top Voices' list in
2017, and she ranked the 6th in the 2020 Global #RefinitivSocial100 list of top social
media opinion leaders.

Mr. Jan HILGER
Chief Strategy Officer
Guangzhou CanChi Trading Co Ltd

Mr. Jan Hilger took up leadership roles in various fashion houses over years, including HUGO
BOSS, Escada, PVH (Tommy Hilfiger, Calvin Klein) and Triumph. Since 2015, he has offered
organisations support in their restructuring to become agile to tackle challenges of the digital
era.
Hilger also served as Interim C-Level Manager to support companies in their difficult phases,
from financial winddown to ERP implementation process, and to get involved in corporate
turnaround measures. He has been working in Hong Kong since February 2020 and currently
serves as Chief Strategy Officer of Guangzhou CanChi Trading Co Ltd.
Hilger supports fashion fairs and associations, including the International Apparel Federation
and Dialog Textil Bekleidung (DTB) in Germany. He a frequent speaker and moderator of
global conferences.

Mr. Rakhil HIRDARAMANI
Director
Hirdaramani Group, Sri Lanka

Mr. Rakhil Hirdaramani is one of the fourth generation of the owner/directors of the Hirdaramani
Group, a diversified conglomerate with a core focus on apparel manufacturing. He has served
on the company’s Board since 2007, where he oversees manufacturing and automation
coupled with the group’s IT and most recent investment, Res.Q.
For over 100 years, the Hirdaramani Group has been creating the future of apparel. Today,
they are a global manufacturer providing integrated apparel design, production and distribution
solutions to premium international brands.
The Hirdaramani Group not only manufactures clothing, but also partners with clients to deliver
the finest garments to discerning customers worldwide.

Dipl.-Ing. (FH) Mrs. Christiane HÜGELMANN
Head of Sourcing & Purchasing
Quality, Compliance, Sustainability
Holy Fashion Group | Strellson AG

Mrs. Christiane Hügelmann joined the Holy Fashion Group (Strellson AG) in Switzerland in 2017
and currently serves as Head of Sourcing & Purchasing, Quality, Compliance and Sustainability
for three premium fashion brands, Strellson, Joop! and windsor.
With a 25-year track record of transformational leadership within top-brass enterprises, she
blends apparel-industry expertise with economic and ecological business visions and passion
for excellence.
Hügelmann is a garment-industry executive, who has led top- and bottom-line growth and
process-improvement initiatives across the main pillars of the business – from design/ product
management and quality management to strategic sourcing, supply chain management and
digitalisation. Hügelmann took up leadership roles in the fashion industry including Tchibo
GmbH, Otto Group, Metro Group and has run her own consultant firm with international fashion
clients and listed consultant for Cormac Advisors.
Experienced as a multi-cultural professional, Hügelmann has worked and lived in four
continents, including several years in Hong Kong, and has navigated the complexities of
managing diverse, regionally dispersed teams, suppliers, and customers.
Hügelmann is an advocate for sustainability and strives to infuse sustainability and drive
improvements across the entire supply chain to ensure a minimal impact on the environment.
In terms of academic training, Hügelmann holds an Engineer’s Degree (Dip.-Ing.) in Clothing
Technology from the University of Applied Sciences (FHTW) in Berlin.
Hügelmann is guest lecturer at the ZHAW School of Management and Law in International
Business for Corporate Responsibility and a frequent speaker at events around the globe. She
has completed her Executive Education Programmes in Design Thinking and Innovation
Management with the MIT and Business Sustainability Management with the Cambridge
Institute for Sustainability Leadership of the University of Cambridge.

Mr. Kostas KOUKORAVAS
Co-founder & CEO
Intelistyle

Mr. Kostas Koukoravas is Co-Founder and CEO of Intelistyle.
Intelistyle helps retailers personalise their customer experience by styling their customers with
the right clothes and outfits for them, through AI powered fashion styling. He previously drove
acquisition, conversion and retention initiatives at eCommerce teams across media, retail and
tourism industries.
Before jumping into the start-up world, he led product and engineering teams at Microsoft,
Skype and the BBC, bringing together machine learning, computer vision and UX to build
innovative customer experiences, obsessed with technology, entrepreneurship and delightful
products.

Ms. Angelica LEUNG
Head of Consumer Products
Invest Hong Kong

Ms. Angelica Leung has over a decade of experience in foreign direct investment. Her current
focus is on facilitating investment from companies in retail or sourcing of toys, cosmetics,
jewelry, home furnishings, fashion, electronic appliances and most recently extending to retail
technology. Since 2013, the Consumer Products team has assisted nearly 300 companies to
set up or expand in Hong Kong.
Prior to joining InvestHK, Leung’s career experience spans aviation, strategic design
consultancy and market research for fast moving consumer goods. She holds a master's
degree from the University of Hong Kong, and a Bachelor of Business Administration Marketing
from the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.

Ms. Regina LEONG
Secretary General
ASEAN Federation of Textiles Association

Ms. Regina Leong has 16 years of experience in various industries, namely education, training,
dot-com company, advertising, hotel and trade associations. In the last five years, she served
the National Trade Association of Malaysia and her last position in the textile and apparel
association was Executive Director.
Leong is currently the Group General Manager for a group of companies under Trackland Sdn
Bhd. She heads the team to enhance brand awareness and appeal for B.U.M Equipment
trademark in Malaysia. She is not only in charge of growing the licensee business for all
departments, but also directly involved in the manufacturing operations of the brand’s
apparels. She spearheads smart manufacturing towards Industry 4.0 and building digital
markets through online business.
Leong graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Information Technology, major in Information
Science, from the University Kebangsaan Malaysia in 2000. In 2012, she pursued her master’s
degree at the University of East London and earned an MBA in International Business.
Apart from her full-time job, Leong serves the textile and apparel industry as President for the
Malaysian Textile and Apparel Centre, and also one of the Vice Presidents of the Malaysian
Textile Manufacturers Association (MTMA). She focuses on trade negotiations, human capital
development and others for these two associations.
Leong is also the Permanent Secretary General of the ASEAN Federation of Textile Industries
(AFTEX). She represents MTMA as a Secretary General at the Asian Chemical Fibre Industries
Federation.
Leong is very active in promoting the textile and apparel industry of Malaysia. Her passion lies
in business development, creative marketing, innovation and technology. She has a big heart
to develop the Gen Ys.

Mr. Ranjan MAHTANI
Chairman
EPIC Group

Mr. Ranjan Mahtani currently serves as the Chairman of the EPIC Group. He spent his early
years in Mumbai, India, and has maintained Hong Kong as his base during his stint in
Bangladesh, Taiwan region, and the US, over the last 35 years.
Mahtani spearheads the Epic Group with 11 manufacturing facilities in Bangladesh, Vietnam,
Ethiopia, and Jordan, hiring over 30,000 employees. All the facilities have been newly set up
since 2005, enabling them to be one of the fastest-growing apparel manufacturers in Asia.
While Mahtani relentlessly pursuits his goal of creating a brand of manufacturing in the volatile
fashion industry, he also keeps the improvement of the livelihoods of the grassroots by
outsourcing over a 100 million pieces of garment for their handicrafts.
Mahtani was born in Mumbai, India, and he currently lives with his wife, Angeli, and three sons,
Aryan, Karan, and Aditya, in Hong Kong.

Ms. Aradhika MEHTA
General Manager
Lenskart.com

A dynamic, innovative & result- driven Marketing professional, Ms. Aradhika Mehta, currently
the General Manager at Lenskart.com Is the Brand Head for India & Singapore markets.
Having held leadership positions across diverse functions of marketing, merchandising,
product development, L&D and customer services at top premium lifestyle brands in fashion
and skin care sectors, she has acquired a unique skill set and understanding of successful
business practices and drivers; delivering on critical results, building value for the brands and
exceeding targeted outcomes for more than 15 years. Her life experience raising a family,
having lived in 5 cities of India and working in a variety of roles with international scope has
led to her very global, yet grounded perspective on the world and approach to work.

Mr. Jumnong NAWASMITTAWONG
Chairman
ASEAN Federation of Textiles Associations

Mr. Jumnong Nawasmittagwong has been in the textile and apparel industry for more than 30
years. He currently serves as the Chairman of the National Federation of Thai Textile Industries,
after being the Council Member for few terms. With his expertise and contribution to the
industry, he was invited to the Advisory of the Associations of Thai Textile Bleaching Dyeing
and Finishing Industries.
Nawasmittagwong currently serves as the Chairman of ASEAN Federation of Textile Industries
(AFTEX), and he heads the international Committee. He is devoted to bridging the collaboration
between AFTEX and Japan, China, Taiwan region, and Korea. He has a big heart for the
industry, particularly in the area of sustainability, and is positively driven to promote the circular
economy in Thailand.
Nawasmittagwong’s journey in this industry started as an employee for a textile/apparel firm.
For the last few years, he has climbed the ladder to becoming a business owner.
Nawasmittagwong owns Apparel Blueprints Industrial (Thailand) Co Ltd, with his own home
brand, "Tastelier." Tastelier has served many happy customers since its establishment in 2013,
and it continues to spread its wings across borders.

Mr. Dan PATTERSON
General Director
Silverleafe, LLC

For the last two and a half years, Mr. Dan Patterson has been a leader in modernising
agriculture and creating a sustainable modern farm model in Uzbekistan. His company,
Silverleafe, LLC, has begun the implementation and utilisation of the digital technology
footprint provided by modern machinery. This data will be the foundation of the blockchain
offering transparency, traceability and validation of farming and labour practices for their
ultimate textile products. Silverleafe is working with agricultural technology companies in the
US to build an open platform to support the agriculture-to-textile industry in Uzbekistan for the
US and European markets. He is successfully building data metrics and analytics at Silverleafe
which will enable their farm to make informed and timely decisions for sustainable in-season
farming and trends for the future.

Mr. Minesh PORE
CEO & Co-founder
BuyHive

Mr. Minesh Pore is the Co-Founder and CEO of The BuyHive, a platform to help buyers source
products globally, via a network of experienced sourcing professionals.
Pore was the Director of International Business at Global Sources and Head of Start-up
Launchpad. He is a highly regarded global trade expert in leading multinational organisations
in innovation, corporate transformation, business development, and strategic planning.
He has led sales and business development for more than two decades under global brands.
He brings to BuyHive extensive experience in managing buyer-supplier relationships, along
with his close connections with major firms along the length of the global supply chain,
including manufacturers, compliance agencies, and logistics providers.
Pore graduated from Gujarat University in India with a bachelor’s degree in Industrial Chemistry
and an MBA in Marketing. He also earned a master’s degree in International Management
from the Thunderbird School of Global Management in Arizona, in the US.

Mr. Andrew J. SAMET
Principal
Sorini, Samet & Associates LLC

Mr. Andrew J. Samet is a Principal in the consulting firm Sorini, Samet & Associates LLC and
a Partner in the law firm Kingery, Samet & Sorini PLLC. He counsels US based and foreign
clients on trade agreements, legislation in the Congress, and decisions by the Executive
Branch that impact their global interests. He also provides strategic advice and crisis
management on international labour and sustainability issues. He has worked for clients
throughout Asia, Latin America and Africa across various industrial sectors, including apparel,
travel goods and footwear.
Amongst his prior positions, he served as Deputy Under Secretary of Labour in the Clinton
Administration, and in that role was a member of the sub-cabinet deputies group of the White
House National Economic Council responsible for international trade policy decisions. He also
represented the US on the Governing Body of the International Labour Organisation, and the
Department of Labour at meetings of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) and the WTO.
Prior to joining the Clinton administration, Samet served as Legislative Director to Senator
Daniel Patrick Moynihan of New York.

Mr. James SAVAGAR
Director, Retail Lifestyle Vertical, Greater China
Maersk

Mr. James Savagar is responsible for Maersk’s growth in the retail and lifestyle verticals in
Greater China.
Savagar’s background in sales leadership has included various positions in Korea, Denmark,
the UK, Singapore, and Hong Kong.
Savagar works to help companies perform better, so they can achieve their greatest potential.
This starts with understanding companies’ challenges, goals, and requirements, and then
providing solutions that help global organisations connect and simplify their supply chains to
achieve supply chain visibility, control, and optimisation.
Crucial to Savagar’s approach is creating trusting relationships through high levels of integrity,
and this is effectively working across diverse geographical and cultural areas.
Savagar and his teams have enabled leading organisations in the retail, lifestyle, FMCG, and
technology sectors to deliver transformational change in their supply chains, improving
customer satisfaction, top-line growth, and bottom-line profitability.

Dr. Lynne SPRUGEL
Founder and CEO
abuzz global, LLC

Dr. Lynne Sprugel is a visionary retail product and supply chain executive, advisor, speaker,
thought leader, and board member with areas of expertise in global supply chain management,
branding, product development, quality assurance, global sourcing, production management,
logistics, sourcing, factory compliance, Asian operations, and supply chain software solutions.
She holds a leadership position as the Founder and Chief Executive Officer of abuzz global
LLC, which is an advisory firm for businesses needing global supply chain solutions, foresight
supply chain risk management planning, and cross-functional supply chain training. Prior to
this, she has also served as the Vice President and Managing Director of International Sourcing
Operations for Academy International Ltd based in Hong Kong for six years where she focused
on sourcing, production, quality assurance, logistics, and factory compliance.
Dr. Sprugel obtained her Doctor of Business Administration in Supply Chain from the City
University of Hong Kong as well as a Master of Business Administration in International
Management from the University of Dallas. She has also received a Bachelor of Business
Administration in International Business from Washington State University and a Bachelor of
Arts in International Affairs from Texas Christian University.
She is a Vice Chair of the Apparel, Footwear, and Supply Chain Committee of the American
Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong; Vice President and Director of the Board of the
Americas Apparel Producers Network (AAPN), and a member of the American Apparel and
Footwear Association (AAFA).
Dr. Sprugel loves sports, playing the flute, and monitoring global current events.

Mr. Henry TAN, BBS, JP, LHD
Chairman
Textile Council of Hong Kong

Mr. Henry Tan is the Chairman of the Textile Council of Hong Kong, a body representing major
textile and garment associations in Hong Kong. A 30-plus-year veteran of the industry, Tan
was the Chief Executive Officer of Luen Thai Holdings Ltd from 2004 to 2017, a listed company
on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange that produces different types of garment and luxury bags
with bases in China, the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Myanmar, Cambodia, Thailand,
Bangladesh and India. Tan is currently the Chief Executive Officer of Luen Thai Group Ltd
which manages Skechers and a number of world-renowned brands in China, East and
Southeast Asia. The company also engages in tourism, including the Hong Kong-listed S.A.I.
Leisure Group Co Ltd, as well as in fishing, real estate development in China and a broad
spectrum of businesses in Micronesia.
Tan is strongly committed to serve the community. He is the Honorable Life-Chairman and
former Chairman of the Hong Kong General Chamber of Textiles and sat on the board of the
Hong Kong Research Institute of Textiles and Apparel, Garment Advisory Committee of the
Hong Kong Trade Development Council, and Advisory Committee on Textile and Clothing
Industries of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University. Currently, Tan serves as the Hong Kong
Deputy to the National People's Congress of the PR of China. He is also a Court Member of
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Member of the Council and Chairman of the Advisory
Committee of the College of Professional and Continuing Education of The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University, and Honorary Court Member of the Hong Kong Baptist University.
Tan was awarded the Bronze Bauhinia Star, BBS by the HKSAR Government in 2005. He was
conferred an honorary doctorate by the University of Guam, his alma mater, in 2013.

Mr. Hans TILL
Global Sourcing & Supply Chain Managing Consultant
HT Sourcing & Management Consulting

Mr. Hans Till is a seasoned sourcing and supply chain specialist in the apparel and textile
industry. He is based in Hong Kong, and he partners with SMEs and organisations of global
scale to build, grow, and operate lean and effective sourcing and supply chain operations.
After spending two decades living and working in an apparel manufacturing environment
across various countries throughout the Asian region, such as Vietnam, Thailand, and
Myanmar, while working with different cultures and clients alike, Till knows what truly drives
conversions. He believes that the key to success is how well you connect with the heartbeating people you are working with, considering effective and authentic communication
across different businesses, and cultures.
Throughout his career, Till has worked in various strategic and tactical sourcing and supply
chain management leadership roles and projects. He has built and expanded manufacturing
operations, created and restructured high performing supply chain operations, and has also
founded and led new business units providing sourcing and supply chain management
solutions for international clients.
Hans holds a degree in commercial and international trade, and a bachelor’s degree in apparel
engineering and manufacturing. He is currently pursuing an EMBA degree at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong.

Mr. Alex YOUNG
Group CEO
TexRay Industrial Co Ltd

Mr. Alex W.H. Young is the Group CEO of TexRay Industrial Co., Ltd., a globalised vertical
integrated textile group publicly listed in Taiwan, with over 30 years of extensive technical
management, academic and consultancy experience.
Young graduated from the Hong Kong Polytechnic University in Textile Technology. He also
holds a MSc from the University of Stirling, the UK and a Master of Advanced Business Practice
from the University of South Australia. He is currently Visiting Professor of the Shanghai
Institute of Visual Art (SIVA), Shanghai and an Adjunct Professor of Practice of the Catholic Fu
Jen University, Taiwan, published over 60 referred journal papers, conference papers,
chapters, and over 103 trade journals and newspaper articles.
While actively serving the industry, Young is currently a Member of the Executive Committee
of the Hong Kong Institution of Textile and Apparel (HKITA) and has served as the Honorary
Secretary of the Hong Kong Institution of Textile and Apparel (HKITA) and the Hong Kong
Chapter of the Textile Institute (TI,HK). He has served as an advisor of the Taiwan Garment
Industry Association (TGIA), an advisor of the Taiwan Textile Industry Promotion office, IDB,
MOEA, a Deputy Convener of the Taiwan Smart Textiles Alliance (TSTA), Member of the
Executive Committee of Taiwan Textile Printing Dyeing & Finishing Association.

